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Overall, the second edit ion of "Dermatology in General Medicine" 
will please those who liked the first edition. However, it should be 
understood that this edition includes a great deal of rewTiting, new 
material, new contributors, and a new format. Some old friends will be 
missed from the first edition, but no dermatologist or future dermatol-
ogist, internist, or future internist can really call his library complete 
without acquiring the second. Do so. 
LaWTence M. Solomon, M.D. 
Chicago 
Office Techniques for Diagnosing Skin Disease, William H. Eagl-
stein, M.D., and David M. Pariser, M.D. Yeru· Book Medical Pub-
lishers, Chicago, 1978. (194 pp; $25) 
Drs. Eaglstein and Pariser are to be commended for putting together 
in cleru·, concise form most of the important techniques and procedures 
useful in the clinical office practice of dermatology. A book such as this 
is unique and long overdue. While much of the information contained 
therein can be culled from several larger dermatological textbooks on 
the market, nowhere have we seen a text which so neatly, yet so 
informatively, "puts it all together in one unit." One slight criticism 
might be that more complete coverage could have been given in some 
areas, e.g., special stains and electron microscopy, but those are not 
considered usual office procedures. 
While the text is profusely illustrated (182 illustrations, 26 in full 
color), we would have preferred to see more of the photographs in full 
color rather than black and white. 
This book should be on t he desk of every physician who is involved 
in caring for patients with skin diseases. 
Gary J. Barsky, M.D. 
Sidney Barsky, M.D. 
Chicago 
The Coat Colors of Mice. A Model for Mammalian Gene Action 
and Interaction, Willys K. Silvers. Springer-Verlag of New York, 
1979 (379 pp; $29.80) 
This excellent text fulftls a badly needed gap in updating the genetics 
of coat colors in mice in an easily readable fashion with exhaustive 
references. The book reviews in detail the effects of more than 130 
genes at 53 loci which affect coat color in mice, arranged in chapters 
dealing with the major functions of each locus. Not only are the effects 
of individual genes given in detail, but the effects of multiple allelic 
systems as well as hybrid interactions ru·e documented. The book is a 
required text for anyone investigating pigmentogenesis in mouse. 
I have only two minor criticisms. Some of the electron photomicro-
graphs are from old publications and should have been replaced with 
illustrations using modern preparative techniques. The paragraph on 
the influence of the albino series of alleles on neuronal visual pathways 
is a bit out of date. The point is missed that optic neuronal misrouting 
is associated with lack of pigment in the developing optic cup. It is not 
confined to animals with mutations at the C locus. It is not associated 
with a defect in tyrosinase synthesis. The decussation defect occms not 
only in animals with mutations at the C locus but also pink-eyed 
animals and in man with all forms of oculo-cutaneous albinism and 
ocular albinism. 
Carl Witkop Jr. 
University of Minnesota 
Human Chlamydia! Infections, J ulius Schachter and Chandler R. 
Dawson. PSG Publishing Company, Inc., Littleton, Massachusetts, 
1978. (273 pp; $37.50) 
Anyone dealing with sexually-transmitted diseases will find this 273-
page book interesting and useful. So, for that matter, will ophthalmol-
ogists and others dealing with the chlarnydias. Knowledge of these 
organisms has rapidly expanded in the past 2 decades or so; however, 
the a bundant literature is scattered. The authors bring together the 
relevant information (some 643 references) on these organisms which 
cause the sexually-transmitted diseases lymphogranuloma venereum, 
adult inclusion conjunctivitis, inclusion conj unctivitis of the newborn 
and chlamydia! pneumonia in infants, and much of the nongonococcal 
and postgonococcal w-ethritis, in addition to trachoma and psittacosis. 
There are also chapters devoted to the possible association of chlamydia 
with Reiter's syndrome and a rather detailed final chapter on la boratory 
diagnosis. 
The dermatologist-venereologist will be most interested in the chap-
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ters on lymphogranuloma venereum and genital tract infections; how-
ever, the chapters on inclusion conjunctivit is and Reiter's syndrome 
shou ld not be ignored. Unfortunately, the chapter on LGV does not 
seem as up-to-date as the other chapters, perhaps pru·tly because of the 
space devoted to the now unavailable Frei test. The clinical photo-
graphs of LGV are not particularly useful and only 3 in number, 
compru·ed to 35 photos of chlamydia! eye disease. This does not, 
however, detract from its va lue to the venereologist for the text is well-
organized and readable, and each chapter is written as a single entity. 
It was a pleasure to review this concise volume which nicely fulfills the 
need for a review of this ubiquitous parasite. 
W. Christopher Duncan, M.D. 
Baylor College of Medicine 
H ouston, Texas 
Acne: Update for the Practitioner, Ed. Srunuel B. Frank M.D., 
York Medical Books, New York, N.Y. 1979, $32.00, 280 pgs. 
Thirty contributors and the editor offer the reader a broad, indepth 
(approx. 140,000 words) sw-vey of acne. Unlike another recent book 
devoted entirely to the subject, Acne: Update for the Practitioner does 
not offer the soothingly coherent vision afforded when the experiences 
and prejudices behind each chapter are the same. Most of the contrib-
utors to this work are well known for their investigative efforts in this 
area and theirs are the works most frequently referenced in many of 
t he 26 chapters. This book might be more desirable to a practicing 
dermatologist than to the practitioner for whom it was intended, unless 
he has a particular interest in the disease. There are essentially 3 broad 
sections to the book-introduction (27 pages), pathogenesis (87 pages) 
and treatment (114 pages). The discussions of enigmas and hypotheses, 
history, and classification should be stimulating to a ny physician spend-
ing a significant t ime treating acne. The sections on pathogenesis ru·e 
well WTitten and present not only the state of our current understanding 
but much of the data leading to om present perceptions. Nearly ol)e-
half of the book is devoted to therapy. Topical treatment with antibi-
otics, vitamin A acid, and benzoyl peroxide and the use of systemic 
antibiotics are thoroughly and critically evaluated. T he wealth of 
therapeutic information in one volume should be most welcome ru1d 
even the repetition of some information (such as combined vitamin A 
acid and benzoyl peroxide therapy, discussed by several authors) cap-
tmes differing therapeutic nuances for the deeply interested reader. 
There is a short but informative and well-balanced chapter on treat-
ment with anovulatory drugs and a thorough chapter on acne surgery. 
The poor color reproductions and the advocacy of x-ray therapy are 
regrettable in a book published in 1979. 
For the non-acneiologist this volume offers a chance to be up to date. 
It brings together in a readable fashion a large and disparite body of 
information on a common. and all-too-challenging condition. 
Bill Eaglstein 
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